UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

CHAIRMAN

May 4, 2004

The Honorable John W. Olver
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Olver:

uclear Vermont Yankee, LLC, and

| am responding on behalf of the U.S. r Regulatory Commission (NRC) to your
letter dated April 1, 2004, regardi es E
Entergy Nuclear Operations, In (%:% to amend ont Yankee Nuclear Power
Station license to increase t er level of the facility. In y you requested that the
NRC condition approval y power uprate at Vermont Yankee erformance of an

independent engineerk@ sessment, as proposed by the Vermont ic Service Board.

On May 4, 2@ | SROER
NRC's approach irt?ponse 3
a

c&gxplaining the

glnee INg assessment.

| enclose a copyg~ t letter f s to use gMymproved
engineering inspection at Vermg : Fcvonclosed I%. The NRC staff
has concluded t he detailed $&c8ayc 7 \ R the inspechigis prescribed by
the reactor over proce@s “‘ o el Raing ispectiog the most
effective metho%for WXL ',u' 0 Whotho \\\\ R Y anke® cou afely operate
under uprated po cond@e ‘
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